- Encouragement
| & Perseverance

Acts 18:1-17













God is at work to encourage us

God is working to lift us up




God is working to encourage us
to keep up the good fight







Silas and Timothy




Aquila and Priscilla







= ll. The Positive Results




>0 But the Jewish leaders incited the God-
fearing women of high standing and the
leading men of the city. They stirred up
ﬁ persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and
~ expelled them from their region. > So they
shook the dust off their feet as a warning to
them and went to Iconium. >?> And the
disciples were filled with joy and with the
Holy Spirit. (Pisidian Antioch)




2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred
up the other Gentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul and

~ Barnabas spent considerable time there,
speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed
the message of his grace by enabling them to
perform signs and wonders. (lconium)




19Then some Jews came from Antioch and
Iconium and won the crowd over. They

stoned Paul and dragged him outside the

city, thinking he was dead. ?° But after the

~disciples had gathered around him, he got
up and went back into the city. The next day

he and Barnabas left for Derbe.

(Lystra and Derbe)




- Philippi, Acts 16:22-34




> But other Jews were jealous; so they
rounded up some bad characters from the
marketplace, formed a mob and started a
riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house
~ in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring
them out to the crowd. (Thessalonica)




13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica Iearned
that Paul was preaching the word of God at
Berea, some of them went there too,
agitating the crowds and stirring them up.
14The believers immediately sent Paul to the
coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea.
15Those who escorted Paul brought him to
Athens and then left with instructions for
Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as

possible. (Berea)
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32\When they heard about the resurrection
of the dead, some of them sneered, but
others said, “We want to hear you again on

ﬁ this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. |
~ 34Some of the people became followers of
Paul and believed. Among them was
Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also
a woman named Damaris, and a number of

others. (Athens)




Don’t look at what God has not
done but dwell on all that God
has done. ,




. _ lll. The Promises Of God




2 One night the Lord spoke to Paul
in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep |
1 on speaking, do not be silent. 1°For
" 1 am with you, and no one is going
to attack and harm you, because |
have many people in this city.”




e | am with you







- The promise of power




Friends are great encouragers and
results are encouraging but when
1 God comes to you and promises his
presence, protection, and power,
you have every reason to keep on
going forward.







